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individuality, and delights in aping his elders. He is so happy to
do things for himself; and such a nuisance he is when he wants
to help with everything that mother has to do! All of the many
things we will try so hard to get him to do a few years hence he
will now do with the keenest interest and pleasure. He under-
stands more and can be taught to do far more than, unfortun-
ately, most babies have the opportunity of learning and doing.
It is important that this desire to clo be taken advantage of, and
baby be taught to use his latent powers in every way possible,
At no time in his later experience will positive training accom-
plish so much with so little effort. It may take a little extra
time, but it will be time well spent. See chapter 42 and last part
of chapter 45,
On through the third year this investigative and initiative in-
terest grows, until at the age of three he has attained a state of
understanding and discretion that makes limitless the possibili-
ties of teaching him. The plasticity, alertness, and eagerness of
his little mind make this third year a period of invaluable oppor-
tunity as far as important foundation stones in his education
are concerned. Well, indeed, may it be if the second and third
years are not two of the wasted years that we hear about, but
rather that they are full of the things that will mean the most
in baby's all-round development.
Through the third year the same regularity of program is con-
tinued, and things are carried out in much the same way, More
and more the child comes to fill an independent place in the
home, cooperating with family routine, learning his little respon-
sibilities, until, the third year over, we realize that our baby has
left us and that we have in his place the little boy (or the little
girl) whom it will be our joy to guide in the same constructive
way throughout childhood years.